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The library is more than
jUSE‘g books, EEEII’EEgge |

‘+'s o world of endless possibilities.
Through Librorylink, we invite you to
explore new horizons, engage with
knowledge ond creativity, and excel in
woyus you never imagined. Every
resource, every story, and every
moment in the liorary is a step toward
your dreams, Let’s grow, learn, and
inspire together:
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Oniy o few weeks G30, we hod our Prize
Doys for £023-24, during which we |
celebroted the hard work of man Y
students over the post year, i

The sp.'r:: that gives life tg ony Lasallian
body is the spirit of zeal [in Maltese
hedagal, and therefare, os Lasalllons, we
Eh:-url]d oll show our 'hegga’ in our work

Y showing such zeal, pecple will sep .
we are Lasajlians. ot

May this spirit be the light that guides

Hour life throughout this Christma
intc 2025. s

Read Hore On




& Christmas Greeti
from the Library! Tfs

As we approach the joyous season of
Christmas, may your hearts be £illed
with peace, love, and hope, This time
of yeor reminds us of the importance
of kindness, togetherness, ond
sharing the light within usu.

:n our amazing educatars, thank you
-:F: Tnsplr_mg ond guiding our students
With passion and dedication. To our
;c:;\;.;lijrful ;tudents, continve to shine
Y and strive far [
i excellence in

Christmas Cheer from

the De La Salle Library!

As we qather with loved ones, let's take a
moment to embrace the spirit of
Christmas: the joy of giving, the warmth
of fomily, and the hope for a brighter
future.

The library will remain @ hub of
knowledge and creativity In the new
year, SO keep an eye oul for exciting
activities, reading challenges, and new

hooks waiting to be discovered.

from all of us ot the De La Salle Library,
may your Christmas be filled with
laugnter, love, and meaningful moments.
Wishing you a blessed and joyful holiday
season and a fantostic start to 2025




We had the incredible honour of hosting Joseph Elliott, the talented
author of The Good Hawk, The Broken Raven, and Nora & the Map of
Mayhem. The students were captivated by Joseph’s inspiring stories,
creative quizzes, and interactive sessions!

Joseph shared fascinating insights about his writing [ourney, and students
had the chance to ask questions, participate in a fun quiz, and even
explore thelr artistic side with some creative challenges!

Chechk out the highlights:
* |nteractive discussions on storytelling and character creation
* A quiz session where students guessed how long it took Joseph to
write his book

> Creative mashu F5 like “rhino + EI.EIJ?IEI"II = gptimus El&phﬂn‘!"
s A wonderful book signing session and personalised advice: Never stop

reading! | _. VP




/. BOOK BINDING \—
AVORKSHOP AT THE UBRARY

WITH MS. KAREN

Cur library came alive with creativity as Ms. Karen Grech led a midday
session on the art of bookbinding.

Fram assembling pages to stitching them together and crafting durable,
elegant covers, Ms. Grech guided us through each step of the process with
skill and patience.

Her paasiﬁn for the craft was evident, reminding us just how much care and

effort goes into something we often take for granted. The session wasn’t just
educational, it was a chance to slow down and truly appreciate the artistry

behind every book.

A heartfelt thank you to Ms. Grech for sharing her expertise and giving us a
deeper connection to the stories we hold in our hands.
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Mr Peter
Magro

5 Dec 2024
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M Story & Discovery: : Maritime II‘ISIghtS"
Exploré the fascinating story behind

il-Misteru tas-Sinjali (The Mysterious Signs).

Leamn intriguing maritime facts and the
; secrets of thassa,” -

= Career Talk: % Fun Actlwtles.

" Biscover Exciting career paths Join a fun rmaritire signal flag
in the martimes ind Jﬁtl":l,". gamg and Interactivea ;EESlﬂH

@ Blue Economy:

- z
Understand the importance of
: presenving our oceans.

Py =

14th January 2025 -
() Midday Break . - .
Q@ Senior School Library Maritime -
i - o
P - S i Grumn Ta e 1
_J--_:._ &" 2 . ,_..---—'- :MAI:EH I e S m

Tranzport Makn




Writing Chinese
Characters

SiNE

talk and demonstration
/ by
Stephen Cachia

Sessinn 1 Tuesdaﬂ 215t Janudry
at 12:45pm

l Session 2: Thursdnj 234 Jq nudry

t 12:45pm

N

% How and when did Chinese characters
originate?

< What do they mean and how do you
read them#

<+ How do you wrnte Chinese characterss

<+ How do you write your name in
Chinese®

“+ What about writing in Chinese on
mobile phones and computerse
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0&A SESSION

FORMER FOOTBALL
DL AYER UEFA A COACH @

30 JANUARY 2025 | 12.40PM
% % SENIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY

o
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‘*“."i | er challenges&dedmatmn M
Cnaching, teamwork, leadership.
Questions, techniques, inspiration.
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Tre oy thing Hhet comes do by I . " How will I
mind is Yo run &f Past o i
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MURDERER OR SAINT?

The Story of an Executionand a
Haunting

You might have noticed this place many times when passing by our school and of
caurse you will have realised that it is a cemetery. The site belongs to the parish of
Birgu and it has a very interesting history in its own right.

You might have also visited the cemetery and noticed some details like the statue
of Saint Lawrence - the patron saint of Birgu standing just inside the gate or the
chapel behind it.

The cemetery was opened in 1806, but very
little remains of the original graves! When the
cemetery was enlarged same years ago, many
of the old tombstones were removed - however
one tomb was spared. The stone tablet on this
tomb marks the last resting place of a British
Koyal Marine - Thomas McSweeney who was
buried here in 1837. The inscription reads:

Sacred
10 the memo
oF ry

THOMAS MC SWEENEY
EXECUTED ON HMS RODNEY

Sth JUME 1837
AGED 22 YEARS
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The British battleship HMS Rodney was commissioned in September 1835,
and it was under the command of Captain Hyde Parker. She formed part of
the British Fleet which was stationed in the Mediterranean. Rodney had a
crew of 720 made uo of officers, sallors anc marines - the red coated, sea
going soldiers who provided security on the ship and mounted amphibious
attacks on land Most of the men on hoard this ship cama from the
southwest of England.

While the ship was at anchor off Barcelona in Spain, on July 16, 1836, a
fateful incident took place involving Royal Marine private Thomas
Mcsweaanay.,

McSweenay, who came from southern Ireland, was the only Roman Catholic
among the crew, mast of whom were Protastants. He was 21 years old when
he jcined the Rodney in 1835, He always tried to do his duty to the best of his
abilities, but he was often teased by crew members and officers because of
his religion and his Irish origins,

Serving on the same ship and being his immediate supearior was Lance
Sergeant James T. Allen, a 24-year-old from Kent. The fact that Allen was
English and a Protestant resulted in the two being incomaoatible, The
sergeant would sneer at McSweeney and reprimand him for the silliest of
reasons.




One day, the marines were e ; = Mow where's that no
o = : !/l Heaveno! Comeon it
hoisting Lhe ship’s boal on ' ! j““e .':: Co T*:' good for anything Inish
; ads, we're nearly :
board, when Allen naticed | d Swine?!

therne
that McSweeney was absent. .

vl
Going below decks, he found I,l‘f:r"r
the missing marine putting up
his hammock in his billet on
the main deck quarter,

I

Allen was furious and
reported Mcawaeneay to the
officer in charge for
neglecting his duty.

Marnne MeSweeney Is
to ba kept urider guard
urtil helsinvaestgated

There™s nothing much
we cando for
Sargeant Allen, He's a

Ponlr bl M.

McSweenay lost his temper and assaulted Allen. He rushed at the sergeant
and pushed him into the deck below,

The sergeant had no warning of the attack and although he threw out his
arms in an attempt to break his fall of just six feet, unfortunately he struck
his head on the deck below. Sergeant Allen was carried to HMSRodney's sick
bay. He was examired by the ship’s surgeon, who found him suffering from
symptoms of violent concussion of the brain. On July 21, Allen died from the
Injuries sustained and was buried at sea the following merning,



On August 1, Captain Parker wrote
to the Commander-in-Chief af the
Mediterranean Fleet based in
Malta.

Hewanted McSweeney to face a
caurt martial.

] Clapped in irons, McSweeney was
Marine McSwesneyyou - __ tranaferreq I'ru:-rrf the H::rdnlely.r Lo
are o disgrace to your . _ another ship which was ialllrgfnr
unifosrm . 8 colrt : y f'l."l&i.':ﬂ.

mariial SWBIts ool

McSweeney's court martial took place over two days - Friday, February 25, and Mo nday,
February 27, 1837 - aboard HMS Revenge, at anchor in Malta,

on February 27, McSweeney was allowed to address the court. He said: “1 was furious
oecAuse the sergeant was calling me mnames, a0 | madea a short run e catch hold of him,
without even thinkirg he could possib ly fall...| was not thinking of taking the sergeant’s
ife."

= oweaver, despite this explanation, the cfficers making up the court martial pamel
reached the unani mous opinicn that Mcsweeney was guilty. The followir g sentence was
giver: *The prisoner is to be hanged by the neck until he is dead .’

The sentence was approved by the Commande r-in-Chief of the Admiralty in London who
ordered that it was to be carried cut on HWS Rodney. The ship was ordered to sall to
Malta s0 that the death sentence could be carried out. - -}
You ars guity of striking a
superiar aficoar - ther is

onky onc punishment for
thal: Desibl




McSweeney was kept ina cell and
was not allowed any contact with
the outside werld, except for two
Maltese priests, Padre Maestro
Vincenzo Tonna and Rev. Dott,
Carmelo Falzon, who did their
bests to prepare the young seilor
for his forthcaming execution.

May Gnd hawe mesey on ynor sool
my 2onl |5 there anything | can do

It is unlikely that McSweeney had
intended Lo kill Allen, and the
sergeant was very unfortunate to
die considering that he had not
fallen a great height .

It was pre-dawn, at 5.15am on Juna 8 1837, As the dew dned and the mist cleared, a boat
with the priscner on board headed towards HM3 Rod ney. McSwesney boarded the
Rocdney and stood at the foot of the main mast in front of his mates. Large crowds of
pecple gathered on the bastions. The craws of the other chips were aled musterad on
decks to witness th2 hanging.

Captain Parker read out the death sentence in front of the doomed McSweenay.

The hangman adjusted the noose around the young man's neck. The other end of the
rope was held by seilors and marines, all waiting for the signal to haul him up.

Upor the firing of a gun, at exactly six o'clock, thay pulled at the repe, guickly pulling the
young man upthe yard-arm, a height of 60 feet His death was immediate, for he had lost
much of his strength from his long stay In prisan




McSweeney's corpse turned inthe
breegze for half an hour. After that, the
body was lowered and transported 1o
the Tas-Salvatur chapel, behind Bighi's
Naval Hospital, in Vittornosa [today
Kalkara).

Many Maltese from vittoriosa, Senglea
and Cospicua |alned the hooced
members of the Hosananti Cenfraternity
of Valletta who according to tradition,
arganised the procession and funeral of
executed prisonears.

McSweeney was carrled In a procession
and buried in the cemetery of 5t
Lawrence In VIttoriosa. It was definitely,
a most moving sight.

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY
OF

OMAS MC SWEEN|

EXECUTED ON
H M.5.RODNEY
8™ JUNE 1837
ACED 23 YEARS.

Some people believed that McSweengy was a saint and that he was hanged because ofhis
Cathelic bel efs. Others thought that the sentence was unfair, since what happened on
HM= Rodney was an unfortu nate acCident.

In time, people started reporting that they had seen the ghost of a young, pollte, fair-
haired man in the cemetery. They believed that it had to be McSweeney, McSweeney's
ghest s said to linger by the grave and to possess mystical pewers and that he had even
granted graces tc people who prayed to him!

Over the years, McSweany's burial place has become a shrine for pilgrims commemaorating
what they declare are the many wro ngs inflicted by the English on the Irish. 1t is still visited
nowadays by people who believe they hawe received graces through his intercession, and
candles are alweys alight and flowers are placed on his grave in the furthest comer of the
Cemetery.




ﬂﬂﬂlf juu./
I fjﬂu haﬂ: an zuﬁﬁffurﬁ or H.iuufq( M{'E Tﬂ f,-ubrﬂif
jﬂur omm ar r'r.le, fed fFEE tﬂ r‘Eacll nuffa Ws via
the email below.

sentorlibrary@delasalle.edu.mt
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